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The Basic Educat ion Coalit ion (BEC) is a group of leading US-based 
organizat ions and academic inst itut ions working together  to promote 
global peace and prosper it y through educat ion. By leveraging our  
collect ive technical expert ise and combining advocacy effor ts, BEC 
members raise a unif ied voice to ensure US policy makers support  
and strengthen educat ion for  the developing wor ld.

Throughout  the wor ld, societ ies transmit  not  only knowledge and 
skills, but  ethical and behavioral norms and tradit ions through their  
educat ion systems, all of w hich help to reduce poverty and conflict . 
The importance of educat ion increases in t imes of cr isis, as schools 
are seen as the heart  of the community, a symbol of a more hopeful 
future, and the source of educat ion, meals, and refuge. The 
Inter-Agency Network for  Educat ion in Emergencies ( INEE) states 
that  ?funding for  educat ion response should be given equal pr ior it y 
with water, food, shelter  and health responses to ensure educat ion 
provision...[ dur ing emergencies] .? Even before the COVID-19 cr isis, 
the number of d isplaced persons in the wor ld had reached histor ic 
highs, making access to educat ion a frequent  challenge. According 
to UNESCO, over  1.5 b illion children (near ly 90 % of enrolled learners), 
are current ly out  of school because of COVID-19 ?  a f igure the 
United Nat ions expects to cont inue to increase. W hile these 
nat ionwide school closures in 188 countr ies (and r ising) are necessary 
to contain the virus, they are projected to d isrupt  learning, nutr it ion, 
child safety, and the economy? to name only a few  impacted areas. 
USAID is mobilizing agency-wide on a mult i-sector  COVID-19 
response, and BEC member organizat ions are adapt ing internat ional 
educat ion programs to meet  learners? new  and evolving needs 
dur ing this cr isis.
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A7FA342360503050C1257750000444E6-Minimum_Standards_English_2010.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A7FA342360503050C1257750000444E6-Minimum_Standards_English_2010.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A7FA342360503050C1257750000444E6-Minimum_Standards_English_2010.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A7FA342360503050C1257750000444E6-Minimum_Standards_English_2010.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A7FA342360503050C1257750000444E6-Minimum_Standards_English_2010.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A7FA342360503050C1257750000444E6-Minimum_Standards_English_2010.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A7FA342360503050C1257750000444E6-Minimum_Standards_English_2010.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-emergencies/coronavirus-school-closures
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-emergencies/coronavirus-school-closures
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Share the innovative ways 
im plem enting organizat ions are 
cont inuing to provide learn ing 
oppor tun i t ies dur ing COVID-19.

Using th is evidence, advocate 
for  the im por tance of cont inued 
education dur ing t im es of cr isis. 

Provide resources, str ategic 
approaches, and in form ation for  
organizat ions adapting to the 
new operat ing envir onm ent.

Purpose:
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THE CONTEXT

The Basic Educat ion Coalit ion (BEC) developed this document  to 
highlight  how  internat ional educat ion programs are adapt ing to meet  
new  learner  needs that  have emerged due to the COVID-19 cr isis. 

Specif ically, the purpose of this document  is to:
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As countr ies cancel classes, close 
school build ings, and adapt  
instruct ion for  d istance formats, 
teachers are a cr it ical source of 
connect ion and cont inuity for  
their  students. This is especially 
true in conflict -affected areas 
like the Ninevah and Anbar 
governorates of Iraq, where the 
impact  of violence and trauma 
under Da?esh occupat ion is 
evidenced in ser ious mental 
health challenges for  children 
and youth. W ith funding from 
the U.S. Department  of State?s 
Bureau of Democracy, Human 
Rights, and Labor (DRL), IREX is 
support ing educators in Anbar 
and Ninevah to effect ively 
address their  students? needs.

Pr ior  to the COVID-19 cr isis, IREX 
trained a network of ethnically 
and relig iously d iverse 
educators in Ninevah and Anbar 
to promote safe and protect ive 
school-based learning 
environments. In response to 
school closures, IREX is now  
prepar ing teachers to pivot  
towards distance provision of 
emot ional support  and learning 
opportunit ies. Trainings address 
w hat  teachers need most , 
beginning with resources to 
provide for  their  own self-care 
at  a t ime of heightened stress 
and including strategies to work 

reached out  to EDC to explore 
how  exist ing audio programs 
could be used dur ing the 
COVID-19 cr isis. These IAI 
programs can be repurposed 
for  broadcast , with minimal 
investment , to rapid ly provide 
educat ion to children in a 
number of countr ies w hile 
schools are closed. Therefore, 
EDC has developed a set  of 
guidelines for  repurposing the 
exist ing IAI programs and is 
assembling program 
packages, including audio 
f iles, related workbooks, 
teacher guides, scope and 
sequence documents, and 
even scr ipts ( if  st ill available). 
EDC has posted the guidelines 
on it s COVID-19 Internat ional 
Resource page, w hich also 
includes it s program catalog 
with details and links to a 
var iety of research documents, 
IAI tool kit s, and other  
resources. The ar t icle ?The 
Case for  Learning by Radio: 
Teacher Support , W ide 
Accessib ilit y, and Hands-on 
Exper ience in the Classroom? 
provides addit ional 
informat ion on EDC?s IAI and 
the advantages of using audio 
dur ing this cr isis. 

For  more informat ion about  
adjustments to EDC's 
programming, please contact  
hboyle@edc.org.

The below  "pivot  stor ies" are 
listed in alphabet ical order  by 
implementer  name. This is 
intended to be a living 
document , which will be 
updated as program 
adjustments are carr ied out .

The ongoing pandemic has 
caused EDC to pivot  back to 
an old and reliable ally in the 
d istance educat ion space: 
interact ive audio instruct ion 
( IAI) . EDC has an extensive 
catalog of legacy IAI 
programs, compr ising 
thousands of hours of 
instruct ion, in a var iety of 
languages (English, Spanish, 
French, Malagasy, Chichewa, 
Bamanankan, Songhai, 
Kinyarwanda, Kiswahili, and 
Somali)  and across a var iety of 
subjects ( literacy, math, social 
studies, science, foreign and 
second language instruct ion, 
and life skills) . All program 
content  is aligned to standards 
and best  pract ices and was 
validated by ministr ies of 
educat ion at  the t ime the 
programs were developed.

Governments, donors, and 
other  stakeholders have 

Education 
Developm ent 
Center

Elevating the Sector
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https://www.edc.org/international-resources-covid-19-crisis#resource-buttons
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remotely with students and to 
ident it y warning signs of 
domest ic violence, which often 
increases dur ing a cr isis.

W hile Internet  access in 
Ninevah and Anbar is lim ited, 
IREX has found over  two years 
of programming that  teachers 
are able use W hatsApp to 
par t icipate in training, as well 
as to share remote teaching 
and student  support  
strategies. IREX recent ly 
published an Online 
Collaborat ion Guide for  
Facilitators that  can help 
teacher trainers and 
educat ional leaders to assess 
dig ital readiness and conduct  
effect ive vir tual meet ings, 
workshops, learning sessions, 
and trainings.

For more informat ion contact  
rbell@irex.org.

Room to Read is in the process 
of pivot ing to address the 
current  state of educat ion with 
most  schools in the wor ld 
closed. In the meant ime, Room 
to Read has several resources 
at  the ready, such as d ig ital 
books in mult iple languages 
available for  download here, 
which are free and accessib le 
to anyone. Room to Read has 
hundreds of t it les as well as 

read aloud videos available on 
literacycloud.org, also free and 
open to all. 

Room to Read is conduct ing 
individual mentor ing via 
telephone with secondary 
school students in their  g ir ls? 
educat ion program.  The team 
is ident ifying exist ing and 
emerging distr ibut ion 
channels to d istr ibute hard 
copy reading and learning 
mater ials to students. Room to 
Read is also looking to adapt  
life skills curr iculum, literacy 
and reading act ivit ies for  
d istance learning via radio, 
mobile, computers, or  other  
methods.

For more informat ion contact  
heather.simpson@roomtoread.org.

RTI is using evidence-based 
solut ions to help clients and 
par tners mit igate the impact  
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
W ithin their  educat ion 
por t folio, RTI is working with 
clients to adapt  act ivit ies to 
can cont inue to support  
learning goals dur ing school 
closures. In Liber ia, the 
USAID/ Read Liber ia team has 
been working with the Ministry 
of Educat ion to retool ear ly 
grade reading teachers guides 

Room  to Read
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for  use in radio instruct ion. The 
first  episodes of ?Learning to 
Read via Radio Instruct ion? 
have already aired. In Jordan, 
the USAID-funded RAMP 
act ivit y put  worksheets and 
lessons online for  parents to 
use at  home with their  
children. They are also 
developing br ief TV spots 
showing parents how  to 
support  their  children when 
they are out  of school. In 
Tanzania, RTI has developed a 
Remote Support  Plan for  
teachers that  uses W hatsApp 
groups to offer  a ser ies of 
weekly prompts to teachers 
around a learning theme. RTI's 
team in Malawi is developing a 
similar  remote training for  
teachers using a combinat ion 
of SMS and W hatsApp. All 
Children Reading in Cambodia 
posts simple story books on 
Facebook as albums with a 
var iety of act ivit ies for  
students. The stor ies are also 
provided in video, including 
Cambodian Sign Language, 
w hich has been par t icular ly 
helpful for  Sign Language 
learners and for  parents who 
are not  strong readers.

Last ly, RTI has created tools 
and resources to support  the 
wider  educat ion community 
and contr ibute to our  
collect ive learning dur ing 

RTI In ternat ional

https://www.irex.org/sites/default/files/node/resource/online-collaboration-guide-for-facilitators-2.pdf
https://www.irex.org/sites/default/files/node/resource/online-collaboration-guide-for-facilitators-2.pdf
https://www.irex.org/sites/default/files/node/resource/online-collaboration-guide-for-facilitators-2.pdf
https://www.irex.org/sites/default/files/node/resource/online-collaboration-guide-for-facilitators-2.pdf
https://www.irex.org/sites/default/files/node/resource/online-collaboration-guide-for-facilitators-2.pdf
mailto:rbell@irex.org
https://www.roomtoread.org/global-book-collection/
http://literacycloud.org
mailto:hheather.simpson@roomtoread.org


these per iods. ?Think before 
you Link? is a b log post  that  
presents considerat ions 
(around ident ifying the 
purpose, access, and content )  
w hen shar ing links to online 
books, ideas for  off line literacy 
act ivit ies and recommended 
online book sources. Another  
b log post , ?Going Vir tual: 
Reflect ions and Key 
Considerat ions? summarizes 
best  pract ices in d istance 
learning to help guide the 
transit ion from in-person to 
vir tual delivery of educat ional 
content .

For  more informat ion, contact  
jbulat@rt i.org.

In Bosnia-Herzegovina, the 
USAID-funded ?ENABLE BiH? 
project  provided 3D pr inters 
and STEM training to 12 
par tner ing public schools 
across the country and three 
state universit ies, as well as 
the ?INTERA? Tech Park. These 
3D pr inters have not  only 
increased the STEM students' 
capacity but , most  recent ly, 
the ENABLE BiH team has been 
coordinat ing effor ts with all 
stakeholders and experts 
across the region to opt imize 
the 3D pr inters in the f ight  
against  the spread of 
COVID-19. Despite the 

countrywide cur few  and school 
shutdow ns, teachers are 
working in empty classrooms 
to produce cr it ical face shields 
used by medical staff treat ing 
virus pat ients, and there are 
plans to produce other  
life-saving equipment  as well. 
This work has proven 
par t icular ly essent ial dur ing 
this cr isis, g iven the public 
healthcare system's lack of 
preparat ion in response to the 
pandemic. The ENABLE BiH 
team has been (remotely) 
closely collaborat ing with all 
project  par tners to pr ior it ize 
meet ing the most  urgent  
needs dur ing this cr isis and to 
ramp up product ion quickly, 
ant icipat ing the product ion of 
approximately 150 0  shields, 
using biodegradable f ilament .

For  more informat ion contact  
pt ibbetts@savechildren.org.

Across the Teach For All 
network, teachers and 
educators are working hard to 
ensure millions of children 
affected from school closure 
are able to cont inue learning 
in the context  of COVID-19. At  
the g lobal level, Teach for  All's 
Vir tual Learning Navigator 
provides examples, templates, 
and t ips for  creat ing strong 
knowledge products and 
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vir tual learning exper iences for  
adults. These resources may 
help implementers as they 
adjust  to vir tual interact ions 
with project  staff.

Many of the same pr inciples 
may be applied to vir tual 
learning for  children as well. 
Hundreds of teachers around 
the wor ld have joined?Teaching 
W ithout  Internet? W hatsApp 
groups in Spanish, French, 
Arabic, and English (developed 
by Teach For All)  to share 
resources for  reaching students 
in the most  under-resourced 
contexts. Due to high demand, 
group members are now  
self-organizing to lead 
targeted vir tual workshops on 
topics like using W hatsApp for  
learning and using SMS/voice 
for  learning. If your  
organizat ion is interested in 
learning more about  these 
groups, please reach out  to the 
email provided below.

Throughout  the network, Teach 
for  All par t icipants and alumni 
are also taking var ious act ions 
in response to COVID19. Enseña 
Perú par t icipants created a 
COVID19 awareness campaign, 
making videos in indigenous 
languages to share them 
across communit ies. Teach For 
Niger ia fellows organized 
themselves to develop lesson 
plans for  pr imary grades 1-6. 
They are recording lessons of 

BASIC EDUCATION COALITION
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40 ,0 0 0  new  users have used 
the applicat ion.

In addit ion, Wor ldreader is 
adding new  t it les to their  free 
Wor ldreader reading app for  
older  students and young 
adults, which is available on 
mobile phones everyw here. It  
features hundreds of books for  
learning and pleasure, in 
categor ies such as Life Skills, 
Farming, Health ? even Love. 
Over 120 ,0 0 0  people already 
read from this app each month.
For more informat ion contact   
carold@worldreader.org.

The All Children Reading Grand 
Challenge (a par tnership of 
USAID, Wor ld Vision, and the 

W or ld Vision
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up to 45 minutes and 
disseminat ing them on the 
government?s radio stat ion, 
thus reaching all students in 
public and pr ivate schools in 
their  state. Teach For Morocco 
teachers support ing ear ly 
educat ion programs have been 
relying on W hatsApp and 
Facebook to coordinate with 
parents and using voice 
memos to reach illiterate 
caretakers.

For  more stor ies and resources 
like those highlighted above, 
see this b log or  check the 
Teach for  All website. 

For  specif ic quest ions, please 
contact  Kim Baskin at  
kim.baskin@teachforall.org.

Wor ldreader has launched 
Keep Children Reading. It  
features free access to their  
newest  reading program, 
BookSmart , designed for  use 
on basic cell phones 
everywhere in Afr ica, India, the 
Middle East  and Lat in Amer ica. 

The BookSmart  app contains 
more than 75 great  local and 
global books in English, 
Spanish, Hindi, and Arabic. It ?s 
full of t ips to get  parents and 
children reading together  while 
schools are closed. So far, 
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Australian Government ) has 
funded dozens of innovat ions 
to improve literacy and 
learning outcomes for  children 
w ho have lim ited to no access 
to books, qualit y educat ion, or  
personalized learning. These 
solut ions are intended to 
support  children in 
low-resource contexts, but  can 
be used to support  the 
learning needs of children 
anyw here. These solut ions are 
available in mult iple languages 
for  free and, once downloaded, 
do not  require a cont inuous 
Internet  connect ion. These 
innovat ions were spot lighted in 
a b log on All Children Reading's 
website here.

For more informat ion contact  
branderson@worldvision.org. 
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To submit resources or examples of support to education during 
COVID-19, email pmorencynotario@basiced.org.
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Click on the buttons below to access each resource.

Education Resources in Response to Coronavirus Coronavirus (COVID-19) resource collection

Early Childhood Focused COVID-19 resources Distance learning solutions

Coronavirus and Kids resources International Resources for the COVID-19 Crisis

COVID-19 ICT4E resources from members Socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 report

COVID-19 guidance to implementing partners
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https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
http://COVID-19 guidance to implementing partners
https://files.constantcontact.com/4f1a3794401/436276f0-d4ac-46cc-abff-fac6070858ec.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/4f1a3794401/436276f0-d4ac-46cc-abff-fac6070858ec.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/4f1a3794401/436276f0-d4ac-46cc-abff-fac6070858ec.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/4f1a3794401/436276f0-d4ac-46cc-abff-fac6070858ec.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/4f1a3794401/436276f0-d4ac-46cc-abff-fac6070858ec.pdf
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Educat ion is one of the most  important  tools for  
success in our  wor ld. Dur ing these uncertain t imes, we 
must  do whatever we can to protect  basic educat ion 
and learning however we can. Distance learning must  
be pr ior it ized to help provide qualit y educat ion to our  
children. I am proud to par tner  with my colleagues to 

f ight  for  this cr it ical service.

?  Congressman Br ian Fitzpatr ick (R-PA), Co-Chair  of 
the Congressional Internat ional Basic Educat ion 

Caucus

Coronavirus (COVID-19) resource collection

International Resources for the COVID-19 Crisis

Socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 report

https://inee.org/collections/coronavirus-covid-19
https://inee.org/collections/coronavirus-covid-19
https://inee.org/collections/coronavirus-covid-19
https://inee.org/collections/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.edc.org/international-resources-covid-19-crisis#resource-buttons
https://www.edc.org/international-resources-covid-19-crisis#resource-buttons
https://www.edc.org/international-resources-covid-19-crisis#resource-buttons
https://www.edc.org/international-resources-covid-19-crisis#resource-buttons
https://www.edc.org/international-resources-covid-19-crisis#resource-buttons
https://www.edc.org/international-resources-covid-19-crisis#resource-buttons
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
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www.basiced.org 1400 16th St NW, Suite 210, Washington, DC, 20036 @BasicEdTweets
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