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A 12-Year Documentary Series Highlighting the
Global Education Crisis Through the Lives of 7 Chitiren in 7 Countries

You never see a child die from lack of education @hevision, but make no mistake —
children die from lack of education all the time- GeneSperling, Director, Center on
Universal Education, Council on Foreign Relations

Makes a powerful case for educational reformThe New York Times

| am heart struck — Portland, Oregon

This program restores my faith in TV and what it can and should be- Victoria, BC,
Canada




What is life like without education? More than a mared million kids learn the answer each
year. That’'s how many never enter school; of theseo thirds are girls. And, one in four
children in developing countries does not complétes years of basic education. Now 191

nations have set a goal of free and compulsory eatian for every child on earth by 2015. To

test the reality of this commitment, Time for ScHdravels to schoolrooms worldwide, offering

a fascinating glimpse into the lives of very divershildren, all taking their hopeful first steps

into an uncertain future.

The original film, broadcast in 2003, profiled sewehildren as they started their first year of
school, often despite great odds. Three years latey returned to film an update and we intend
to continue following the progress of all the chilein, and their peers and families, every three

years through 2015. The children are endearing, atietir contrasting lives provide rich
insight into the disparities of opportunity arounthe globe. This ongoing documentary has
been embraced by viewers, adopted by educatorsuand as an awareness tool by groups
concerned with global education.

IMPACT 2003 TO PRESENT

The day prior to the September 2006 national PBSnjare of the second installment GME
FOR SCHOOL over 20 radio stations around the country wittotal audience reach of more
than four million featured stories about the filmgluding interviews with Series Producer
Pamela Hogan and Field Producer Frederick Rendii. television broadcast reached a
cumulative audience of approximately 2.5 millioewers and triggered an outpouring of positive
response from audience membéniide Anglés rebroadcast of the film in July 2007 reached
additional millions and produced an equally stromgponse:

“Absolutely riveting program!” wrote a viewer frot. Louis, Missouri. “Thank you so much for

letting us know what really goes on in other paftshe world. Every American student should
watch your program, and | mean EVERY American studshould see this program EVERY
YEAR.” And from a Fort Lee, New Jersey, viewer: Should be mandatory viewing for all

children in the U.S. at the start of each schoakyk should be mandatory before the first PTA
meeting of the year.”

Many viewers said that the film had inspired a g®aim their own lives:

After viewing this documentary, | feel that as dn@ated female it is my responsibility to
inform and organize my peers.

| don't know what else to say but THANK YOU. | amember of my college’s Amnesty
International Group and | am going to share wha#ellearned from the show with them.

| am at a pivotal moment in my college educatiaurprogram has given me
inspiration. | had given thought previously to Ped@orps service, but now just try and
stop me.




For the viewers who wanted to donate financiallgnable children in developing countries to
get an educatioWide Anglés website offered a list of organizations workinghis area; and
those who wanted to help the children in the filerevsent contact information for their schools
and local NGOs.

Educational Impact

The first installment of IME FOR SCHOOIlwas distributed to 1,500 colleges and schoolg, fre
of charge, as part oWide Anglés educational package, reaching some 120,000 Avaveri
students. The second installment, scheduled farilwlision late 2007, will reach approximately
250,000 students at 4,000 U.S. higher educatidituitiens.

We are struck, however, at how many teachers agdnamations have “found” the second
installment of the serieBACK TO SCHOOLon their own and been inspired to work with the
material:

I am now redoing my lesson plans for fifth andhstttaders to use it in our first month
exploration of diversity and community. The filnspgendid and will give us lots to talk
about.—St. Paul, AL

I have spent the whole fall working with this supprogram with my 5th and 6th grade
ethics classes at Fieldston Lower School. As theesits have dug deeper and deeper
into thinking about the lives of the children shawithe program, they have become
more and more deeply involved in these "farawayliotn and in reflecting on their
own lives and choicesNew York, NY

1,000 copies of the DVD and a specially createdational kit were requested by
teachers participating in The Global Campaign fdudation, who made the film the
centerpiece of Education Action Week, which wasl #gdril 23-29, 2007. Screenings
and follow-up activities based on the film tookg#an schools in over 30 states.

The National Education Association screened tine td 9,000 participants at their
annual conference in 2007, where additional copmE® requested to share with teachers
in Ghana, Guyana, Honduras, Brazil, Chile, Congaldykia, Sweden, and the U.K.

Harvard’'s Graduate School of Education devotedrin§R2007 Askwith Forum to a
screening 0BACK TO SCHOOLfollowed by a panel discussion whitlide AngleSeries
Producer Pamela Hogan and several leading schbidfsll 2007 the graduate students
themselves invited Series Producer Pamela Hogpresent the film to a group of
interdisciplinary students and lead a discussiauathe role of film in global
development.

Teachers in Westchester County, New York, and Héwydlew Jersey, are featuring
BACK TO SCHOOIin their Fall 2007 annual district conferenceseadnat incorporating
the film into curricula throughout the region. AlsoFall 2007, Dickinson College chose
BACK TO SCHOQOIas its orientation film for new students, holdmagltiple screenings
followed by faculty-led small-group discussionsalker campus. “I want our students to
understand their privileged place at this highlestve, private, liberal arts institution,”
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wrote their Associate Provost, “and | would alée lio challenge them to assume the
responsibility that comes with that privilege.”

The World Affairs Council of Northern California lsea screening dBACK TO
SCHOOLfor a full audience of enthusiastic Bay Area edasatTheSan Francisco
Chronicleran a companion article the same day about thedfiichthe issue of global
education inequities.

One middle school teacher from Lawrence, New Yorite, “I have never seen my
students so passionate.” Her students startingiskjdunches to brainstorm ways to help
— they’re now raising funds for a new library aaBs school in Nairobi, Keny&Vide
Angleproduced a web-exclusive feature about theseratgmal students who call
themselves The Kenya Krew. The feature may be celéme:
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/shows/school2lemew.html
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The Kenya Krew with members of Wide Angle teamNaStkeening of Back to
School, May 2007

The University of Tennessee in Knoxville inviteddgdinating Producer Tamara
Rosenberg to preseBACK TO SCHOOIn numerous classes from October 2-4, 2007,
and screenings have been held at the John Hop&hmoSof Advanced International
Studies and Brandeis University’s Heller School$ocial Policy and Management
among others.




Policy/General Public Screenings

Thanks in part to outreach funds provided by Camé&prporation, TIME FOR SCHOOLis
galvanizing global attention for this under-repdrgtory through numerous screenings before key
audiences:

In Washington, the Basic Education Coalition spoedseveral Capitol Hill screenings
and has distributed 130 copies of the original fiitnJ.S. legislators, NGO
representatives, and staff at the World Bank andlDSUnder Secretary of State Paula
Dobriansky is circulating the film at the State Rement in conjunction with her work
on behalf of closing the education gap for girlsl@veloping countries and post-conflict
societies. Karen Hughes, Deputy Secretary of $tateublic Diplomacy, also requested
further DVD copies.

In Cairo, TIME FOR SCHOOL'®roducer Judy Katz and Coordinating Producer Tamara
Rosenberg were invited to present the film at theGirls’ Education Initiative’s

(UNGEI) annual meeting, attended by 100 plus heddevelopment agencies and
Education Ministers from 16 countries. After theatieg, Egypt’s First Undersecretary

for General Education personally presented a DVBAEK TO SCHOOLIo Egyptian

First Lady Suzanne Mubarak, who is actively workiimghe field of child development

and education.

UNGEI is also spotlighting the filman its website, with an article about the film, pi®
of the children, excerpts of interviews containedhie film, and links to th&/ide Angle
website.

On May 18" the United Nations hostedB®ACK TO SCHOOIscreening at the Dag
Hammarskjold Auditorium, followed by a receptiordgmanel discussion to further
awareness of the Millennium Development Goal ofrersgal education by 2015. The
event was covered by a student reporter from Ssticlews Online; on May #3her
story was featured as the Story of the Day onwvileissite which reaches an average of
3.2 million 3"-8" graders per month.

Community screenings, followed by Q&A with membefghe production team, have
been held at three independent theatres — in WgtsininD.C., Newton, Massachusetts,
and Millerton, N.Y.

French public television aired the film as sevegnsents on seven nights, and other
international sales are in process.

The film continues to reach new viewers througteastiing on the website and home video
distribution, and additional screenings are beilagiped in the months ahead.




Selected Reviews and Features

“The appeal is in the young subjects’ joy in thmimn energy and abilities. The inherent drama is the
likelihood of enormous, unfair differences in thieitures. The lesson for American viewers is what a
privilege it is to take for granted the opporturfiby a solid education.... Makes a powerful case for
educational reform.”

—The New York Times

“Wide Angleexcels in exploring and presenting the very hustaries playing out daily behind our
often overwhelming global issues. As the prograsisiis, our current crisis in educational access
threatens to prevent the economic developmenteofiteg nations as well as the personal
development of precious children like Neeraj anabJb

—Asian Reporter

“Parents are spending more than expected on bakkpatentionally ripped jeans, and binders
designed to break by Columbus Day. That's just fipeis as we grow giddy with the prospect of
school resuming this week, while the kids’ moods wium.... Show them what some children
endure to attend schoolWide Angle: Back to Schodlhis sobering documentary revisits seven
children, three years after first chronicling thévtost don’t get new backpacks, many of them don’t
get shoes, and they beg to go to school.”

—Star-Ledger (Newark, NJ)

“A quiet, moving program — and a stark remindet thare than 100 million children worldwide
won’t be going to school today. Back to Schogblaces a human face on one of humanity’s biggest
problemsBack to Schodk thoughtful, often inspired viewing.”




—CanWest News Service

“If education is a hot topic in this country, itssmeltdown in those shown in this fine documentary.
—Jewish Exponent

“Incredible follow up on the original 2003 piece...”
“Fascinating look at kids around the world...”
—Washingtonpost.comweb chat with coordinating producer Tamara Rosenb

“I'm speechless, actually, because the prograro isanderful.”
—NPR Tucson, AZ

Selected Viewer Responses to Time for School

| personally feel all American children should gkis film and perhaps our children might
appreciate the education most kids take for grant@descott, AZ

The documentary grabs the students’ interest imatelgi This week we watched Shugufa and Joab’s
stories ... | had to practically cattle-prod the stuts out of the classroom at the end of the clA&s.
went ten minutes over because they could not skipgquestions!

—Fifth grade teacher, New York, NY

I am so thankful for all of your work to preseristehow. | have grandsons aged 5 and 10 and cannot
wait to show them how others their age live. Atités show | wanted to just go and help these lovely
children get out of such oppression. | am headcktr—Portland, OR

I've been watching your [BACK TO SCHOOL] broadcsiste you began filming this. | was so very,
very impressed with these new web resources, wivdhbe sharing with students in two teacher
education programs. Thanks for doing thi#linneapolis, MN

An eye-opening, emotional, fascinating look atdtate of education and children around the world.
This type of feature is so important to remind o liortunate we are; this has encouraged me to
find ways that | can help. Thanks agaiT.X

I hope the children on your show are able to havieast some education so that they can become
what they dream of becoming when they grow up. hia years old and | am going into 4th grade
this year —Perkasie, PA

| live in South Korea, and one of the TV statioesehaired BACK TO SCHOOL series of Wide
Angle. | enjoyed it very, very much. It was britlia—-Busan, South Korea

What a wonderful documentary! | was really enttedlto see those children and how some of them
struggle just to get to schoelAllison Park, PA

| was so moved by the courage, intelligence, gaoddr and determination of all of the children in
each segment. | only hope they succe&dico, ME




After watching Wide Angle for the first time lagght, | had to contact you and offer my help in any
way | can. I'm a single parent living in Fresno, Ifania and you are in New York — I'm not sure
how I can volunteer, but | sure would like to sardbnation to your particular program. My heart
went out to all of the childrer-Fresno, CA

| was completely transfixed. Their stories are fiaatng and | was very moved and inspired to
become more involved in our world community afesirsg their trials— New York, NY

As | was watching the show it made me realize aflthings. It made me feel a lot different. It mad
me want to make some changeShicago, IL

This has been another inspiring and thought pravglshow. As a teacher myself, one who is
dedicated to teaching my subject (Spanish) anavtiréd, | am grateful for the series as a whole and
for this show in particular. All too often, Ameritatudents take for granted what other school-age
children lack and fight for=Clarksburg, NJ

My child and | watched the Wide Angle documentargaucation in different parts of the world last
night. My child wants to support these childrertwveibme money she has been savifigussville,
AL

Your documentary deeply touched our hearBhoenix, AZ
| enjoyed every second of the documentary and Inwasstly upset when it ended because | felt like |

had a real connection with each of the children amdnted to know more!
— Knoxville, TN

I have not stopped thinking about those childreresil have watched [your film].
— Knoxville, TN




